Declaration in Honor of Nino Gallo's Service to the Boulder Community
January 5, 2021
On December 1, 2020, our community lost a great leader and inspiration,
Nino Gallo. It is with great sorrow but also inspiration for the future that we
honor his contributions to the Boulder community, especially his enduring and
innovative work on behalf of immigrants and the economically-disadvantaged.
He was involved in multiple community initiatives, as well as with advocacy,
business and civic groups and was the county's original cultural broker.
Nino started working in 1995 for the Boulder County Housing Authority
when it was a division of Community Services. As a Housing Manager, he was
responsible for Casa Esperanza and Casa Vista, which provided family and
single men migrant workers' housing.
In 2000, he joined the Boulder County Community Action Programs (CAP)
working on Immigrant Advocacy, Latino Parent Leadership and the Know
Your Rights Campaign initiative. The Know Your Rights project was
controversial at the time and he received significant resistance from the
anti-immigrant movement.
After CAP held a conference on advocacy for low-income residents featuring a
national speaker on Individual Development Accounts (IDA), Nino was
inspired to begin the Personal Investment Enterprise (PIE) Program. Learning
that United Ways across the country were partnering with local CAPs on
IDAs, CAP partnered with the then-named Foothills United Way to create
PIE.
PIE's mission is to provide tools that empower people with low-income to save
and build assets to strengthen their economic stability. Nino received many
awards for this work, and many participants have successfully drawn upon this
initiative to meet such goals as owning a home or starting a small business.

By 2016, PIE had 258 graduates that had saved over $240,000, which drove
more than $1.25 million into Boulder and Broomfield economies. Of the 258
graduates at that time, 101 participants became homeowners, 99 pursued a
post-secondary education, and 58 individuals started their own small business.
Nino was part of the Immigrant Integration Program CAP started in 2002.
This coalition provided coordination of immigrant services and advocacy with
El Comite, Amistad, Intercambio and CAP. He also started weekly classes for
immigrants who wanted to prepare to apply for citizenship. Besides being very
active in the Democratic Party, he was a supporter of the Colorado Statewide
Parent Coalition where he served as a board treasurer and was very helpful
with the Coalition's financial affairs.
Nino's service to the City of Boulder included time from 1998 to 2000 as a
victim advocate for the Boulder Police Department. Most significantly, he was
a member of the City's Human Relations Commission from 2002 to 2007,
where he served as Vice Chair. His accomplishments on the commission
included advocating for City Council to act on immigration reform and his
leadership was key to the adoption of Boulder's Celebration of Immigrant
Heritage Month. Beyond his dedication to immigrant rights, he understood
the importance of treating all workers respectfully and fairly as he strongly
advocated for the passing of the initial Living Wage Resolution and adoption
of the Failure to Pay Wages Ordinance.
More recently, Nino collaborated with the City's Department of Housing and
Human Services in supporting new homeowners and those living in such
communities such as Ponderosa Mobile Home Park.

Nino was as much a good friend as he was a valuable colleague, and he is
greatly missed by those who had the honor of working with him as well as
those who enjoyed his friendship. Beyond his considerable accomplishments,
those who crossed paths with him can never forget his kindness, good humor,
and appreciation for a good Pisco Sour.
We, the City Council of the City of Boulder, Colorado, declare January 5th,
2021 as
Nino Gallo D ay

in honor of a leader whose impact is intergenerational and broadly felt, and
acknowledge that it is rare to come across any project beneficial to the
community that he did not touch.
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